10 Years of www.Watching-Grass-Grow.Com

BOLDING for the 9 skipped parts due to too much audience laughter!   ;-)

1-2. There are some serious presentations tonight – mine will not be. 

I’m Mr. Grass… and for over a decade, I’ve been running a website called Watching-Grass-Grow.com. Yes indeed, it is a live broadcast of my front lawn. This was an especially exciting day at Watching Grass Grow as I was not only mowing, but also trimming, and even fertilizing. Plus the trash and recycle bins were out for pickup. As you can imagine, Mr. Grass is sometimes called a Crazy Old Suburban Dad!
3-4. In reality, I’m a just a family man who likes to have fun. It all started over 15 years ago when I had my Controllable Christmas Lights for Celiac Disease that not only allowed Internet surfers to view my holiday display, but actually turn the 25,000 Christmas lights on & off with the click of a mouse. It ended up raising over $80,000 for charity – Clark Griswold would be proud. Since I already had webcams for the holidays, I decided to leave them running year-around watching my grass.
5. Since then, the webcam has been uploading images to the cloud every 2 seconds … so somewhere, there are over 100 million amazing pictures of my front lawn. I was live-streaming compelling content before it was cool to be a live-streamer. And rest assured that the webcam is on battery backup, so even when there is a power outage, the Internet can still view my front lawn.
6. All you web designers for Boulder Startup Week will be horrified at the retro 0.0 layout that includes animated GIF’s & Favicon, auto-play MIDI music, and even turns your cursor into a Lawn Mower. But HEY, my HTML validates, does yours?
7. Watching Grass Grow is surprisingly popular – half a million unique IP’s from around the world look at my front lawn in a year … it’s a modern-day Truman show! Note there is very little traffic from China – perhaps the Great Firewall considers grass revolutionary. 
8. The catchy name does go viral. I’m not hip enough to know these Youtube celebrities with millions of viewers who talk about my website, but they just seem like a bunch of boring Talking Heads … so maybe Mr. Grass is the most interesting man in the world - “Stay Grassy my Friends!”
9. It is now legal in Colorado to make money with grass, but I don’t make any from people watching mine. I don’t run ads on the website. Nor have any lawn mower or fertilizer companies offered to sponsor me. That’s OK – because sometimes the comedy is just … priceless. 
10. Another engaging aspect is the Grass Blog which inspires a sense of community with over 16,000 comments. There is always someone watching and they’ll let me know if I am late getting the newspapers or a dog poops on my grass. Ironically, my wife checked the webcam just before my talk – there was a car in our driveway … my son’s girlfriend!    ;-)
11. I have countless stories about long-time Grass Watchers. Here are the emergency controllers at the world’s largest air show in England who keep an eye on airplanes and (when they aren’t too busy) my front lawn.
12.  While monitoring my website, they saw somebody steal my newspapers! In typical British cheeky humor, they posted on the grass blog that a major crime had just occurred. It’s nice to have the Internet taking care of my home security.
13. A couple of years later, the air show’s newsletter had a story about these ATC controllers being “spellbound” while I mowed the lawn … and as I waved to them on the webcam, they “waved” back to me the screen … but then realized how silly that was. 
14. I get a variety of media inquiries and it’s usually a short discussion. But one writer actually flew from Texas to Colorado to see, touch, smell, and even taste the grass. After hours of conversation, even I ran out of things to say about Watching Grass Grow. 
15-16. He then writes a nine page spread in the March/2017 Southwest in-flight magazine. It includes some psycho-analysis about why watching grass grow is popular – maybe it’s because people want to do something SLOW (and real) rather than the hustle and bustle of today’s accelerated virtually online world. People say the grass is so methodical and pleasing – for me, it’s just my front lawn. It was amusing that when my wife was flying Southwest that month, her seatmate was laughing about the article … so she then introduced herself – “I’m Mrs. Grass” 
17. The first lawn mowing of the year is always a big annual event and 9News came to film it. It was the first (and last) time I mowed the lawn in a purple skirt. I even tried wearing Hulk Hands, but it was pretty darn difficult to close the safety handle on the lawn mower. 
18. The funniest part was I got the 9News team to put on those Hulk Hands and watching them try to keep a straight face as they interviewed me about the excitement of mowing the lawn. 
19. The TV segment ran on Father’s Day and they used my all-time favorite picture from 15 years ago when my kids were little and helped me mow the lawn. So perhaps another appealing aspect of the website is you not only get to see the grass grow, but also my kids. 
20. So if you haven’t loaded the website on your phone yet - DON’T!  
Trust me, the front lawn is even less exciting at night, and we have some GREAT speakers coming up, so put your phones down. But tune in tomorrow at Noon and you can watch Mr. Grass mow his lawn.
